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We are currently moving through “graduation season”
at the Bible college.  We’ve had, or will have, 7 classes
involving over 100 students at 4 campuses join in
graduation ceremonies over the course of 6 months. It is
certainly exciting to experience the elation of the students as
they celebrate the end of their journey as an Intensive Care
Ministries Bible College (ICMBC) student and the
beginning of a new journey as a graduate.  Each student has
attended sessions for 2.5 years, resolving to finish the work
they began even as they faced a myriad of obstacles that
could curtail their involvement.  During this time family
struggles, church challenges, work and business concerns,
illnesses and injuries, even natural disasters had to be
overcome for the students to attend each of the 10-day
sessions and finish the arduous program of instruction.

We are blessed to have front row seats at each
graduation, and it’s quite fascinating to observe the unique
personality of each class as they finish their final session
together.  Then they collectively participate in the
commencement exercise, clothed in their caps and gowns.
We do not rush things in any way, preferring to encourage
the students to enjoy the special time and spend it with
them hearing their individual stories.

A 71 year-old student—pastor Siphaeli (“Praise for God”
in Swahili)—broke his writing hand just before his final
session, but managed to do all of his written work,
including preparing five sermons.  We certainly don’t
encourage students to “tough it out” and work through that
kind of pain, but Pastor Loth (the campus principal) said
Siphaeli is known for persistence and stubbornness. It
would have taken a lot more than a broken hand to cause

him to miss the final session and graduation. It was very
refreshing to see this gentleman refuse to use his injury as
an excuse to get out of work.

March 18, 2019, was an extremely trying day for the
ministry.  As we were nearing graduation for our final
women-only class, we received news that the father of one
of our instructors, Pastor Fredy, passed away after a long
illness.  Fredy was teaching in the women’s class with us,
but he took a break to go and minister to his family.  The
entire ICM team and class of students took the time to
encourage and stand with him, even as several of them
faced difficult challenges of their own.

Later that same day, we learned that the precious 18
year old daughter of Bishop Suleman—our Mwanza
campus principal-- and his wife Naomi, passed away after a
long battle with bone cancer.  Esther had fought hard
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Catch up on our personal journey through our website news, and find  many more pictures there.

www.jimandjanicelarson.com

against the cancer and was even poised to enter the next
phase of her academic career as she looked forward to one
day attending university as a top student.

Bishop Suleman is the principal of our Mwanza campus
located on Lake Victoria and has built an absolutely amazing
facility to serve the pastors of Tanzania’s northern Lake
Zone. He and his family are grieving even as a class of our
students attends his campus. Our Tanzanian Director Pastor
Silas and close friend of Suleman was teaching that class, so
it was quite helpful to have him there to show the love and
compassion of ICM to Suleman and his family.  Even the
second teacher of that class, Pastor Joshua, has experienced
the death of a beloved child twice and was there to console
and encourage them. God’s loving hand is always there to
steady and encourage us in hardship.

The contrasts were sharp as we celebrated the
completion of a long and challenging journey via a
graduation, while in the midst of great pain and grieving
which has touched the entire ICM family.  Please pray for
both families as they deal with the loss of a loved one.

“

 After 6 years of conducting Sunday services at one of
the local boarding schools, the Lord has made it clear we are
to persevere with the ministry of reaching the next
generation.  Satan has tried to stop us every single year, and
we’ve turned it over to God to remove the obstacles so the
door would swing open again, and He has been faithful.
This year, we were forced to begin our service at 7:30AM if
we wanted to continue–so we have.  We routinely get about
30 high school students each week, and this year they said
they wanted to get English study Bibles so they could be
Bereans throughout the week and when we are not in
country.  The best we could do for the moment was
distribute some pocket-sized Gideon Bibles (Psalms,
Proverbs, & NT only), and we’re purposely teaching
through a NT book.  We will have to order Bibles from the
US and pick them up this summer, so if you would like to
contribute to help us purchase these (about $14 per Bible),

please see
instructions on
back of this
newsletter, or
send us an email
if you have
questions.  The
faith of these
students and
their desire to
seek an active,
living God is
such an
encouragement!
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Picture of the Month

Have lawnmower,
will travel!

Lawnmowers are not abundant
here, so people who have one can

make some money by renting
theirs out. But the most common

mode of transportation is a
motorcycle, and we’re always
amazed by what we see being
driven around town on these

bikes! Don’t try this at
home!


